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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An dectronic book data ddiveiyapparato 

storey means havii]^ stared a plurality of book data eadi representing 
the content of an electronic book, a pluralily of reciter images each for reading 
aloud tiie content cf a book represented by a re^ective one of the pluralily of book 
data, and a plurality of voioe data eadi representing a voice of a respective one of 
the pluraEty of reciter images; 

receiving means for receiving a request for delivery of a selected one of the 
pluralily of book data and at least one selected one of the plurality of redter 
iinagRs for readu^ abud the selected book datafirom an external electronic book 
device via communicating means; and 

sending means, responsive to the request for delivery, for reading the 
selected book data, ihe at least one reciter image, and voice data representing the 
voice of fee at least one redter image fixm said storage means and for sending 
those data via the communication means to said external electrauic book device. 

2. The electranic book data delivery 2g)paratusaocardii^ to daim 1, 
"vdierein: 

the book data comprises a plurality of character images spearing in the 
eLectromc book; and 

said sending means comprises image sending means for sending said 
extenial dectronic book device sdected ones of the plurality cf redter images and 
the selected plurality of diaracter images. 

3. The electronic book data deliveiy £qpparatus according to daim 1, 
wherein: 

said stors^ means comprises substorage means in whidi the pluraEty of 
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redter images and the plurality of character images spearing in the dfictranic 
book are stared in correi^onding relati0nship; and 

said sendii^ means comprises iim^ sending means for sending the 
plurality of redter images and the plurahty of character images storedin said 
substorage means to the external electronic book device. 

4. The electronic book data delivery apparatus according to daim 3, 
■wherein' 

said character image sending means comprises voice data sending means 
for sending the plurality of voice data eadi representing the voice c£a re^)ective 
one of the plurality of redter images storedin said storage means to the external 
electronic book device when the plurality of redter images are sent to the external 
electronic book device. 

5. An electronic book data delivery £«)paratus comprising: 
first receiving means for receiving at least one redter image and 

corresponding voice data used to read the contents of an eLectronic book aloud, via 
a network from an external terminals 

storage means for storing tihe at least one redter image and 
correspoadii^ voice data in correspondii^ relationship; 

second receiving means for receiving a request for delivery of at least one 
redter image via a network from an external electronic book device; and 

sending means, responsive to said second receiving means recdving the 
request for deKvery, for reading out the at least one redter image and 
corresponding vdce data that satisfy tiie request from said storage means, and&r 
sending the read at least raie image and correspondii]^ vcdce data to the external 
electromc book device. 
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6. The dedxomc book data dfiUveiyspparatusaccaixjfe 
fiirther comprismg' 

prioe data receiving means, responsive to said electronic book data 
ddiveiy apparatus recdvii:^ the at least one reciter image and correspandii^ 
voioe data ficom the external terminal via liie network and/or responsive to said 
electronic book data ddiveiy apparatus sraiding the at least one redter image and 
corresponding voice data to the external electronic book device at its request, for 
receiving data on the price and/or a chai^ for dehvery of the at least one reciter 
im^ and correspanding voice data. 

7. The electronic book data deliveiy ^paratus aocordii^ to daim 5, 
fiirther comprising- 

publishing means &r publishing on the network the pluraEiy of redter 
images storedin said storage means; and 

said sending means comprises means for readily at least one redter 
image and cocrespondii]^ voice data fiom said storage means at a request of the 
external electronic book device and for sending the read at least one image and 
correspondii^ voice data to tiie external electronic book device. 

8. The electronic bock data dehvery £Q7paratus according to claim 7, 
wherein^ 

said pubhshii^ means comprises means, responsive to said eLectronic 
book data delivery £Q)paratus receiving at least one redter image via Ibe network 
feom the external terminal, for publishing tiie received at least one redter imas^ 
on the network 
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9. An electronic book device connected via a network to an external 
book data deHvery source having stored a pluaKty of book titles, a plurality of 
reciter iim^es and a plurailily cf vcice data each representing a voice cf a 
respective one of the pluraEly of redter images , comprisir^: 

first receiving means for receiving via liie network a pluraKly of book 
titles and a plurality of reciter images eadi used to read aloud the contents cf a 
book havbag a respective one cf the pluraKty of book titled 

i^edfying means for specifying a desired one fix)m among the plurality of 
book titles received by said first receiving means and at least one desired reciter 
image from among the plurality of reciter ims^es for causu^ the specified at least 
one desired ini£^ to read aloud the contents of the bock having the specified title; 

second receiving means for receiviag book data having the specified book 
title, the specified at least one reciter image, and the correspondii^ voice data 
ficom the external book data dehvery source; 

display means for displB^ii^ the bock data and the at least one redter 
image received by said second receiving meani^ and 

reproducing means for reprodudng the content of the book that is 
represented by the book data displayed by said display means in a vdcefe) 
represented by the vdce data rorresponding to the displayed at least one redter 
image. 

10. The electronic book device according to daim 9, wherein: 
said book data comprises a plmraUty of diaracter um^es eadi 

representii^ a character appearing in the dectronic book. 

11. A recordii]^ medium that comprises a computer readable 
program whidi causes a computer to operate as an dectronic book data ddivery 
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appaiatus oompiising: 

storage means having stored a plurality cf book data eadi representing 
the content of an electwHiic book, a pkiraUtyafiedteirim^^ each for reading 
abud the content of a book represented by a re^ective one of the plurality of book 
data, and a pliurality of vdce data each representing a voice of a respective one of 
the plurality of reciter im^es; 

receiving means for receiving a request for deSiveiy of a i^lected one of Ihe 
plurality of book data and at least one selected one of the plurality of reciter 
iTnag fts for reading aloud the selected book data firam an external electronic book 
device via communicating means; and 

sendiag means, responsive to the request for delivery, for reading the 
selected book data, Hie at least one reciter image, and voice data representing the 
voice of ih.e at least one reciter im£^ horn, said storage means and for seadii^ 
those data via the communicatiQn means to said external electronic book device. 

12. The recording medium according to daun 11, wherein: 

the book data comprises a plurality of character ims^ f^pearing in the 
el«rtronicbook; and 

said sending means comprises im^e sending means for sending said 
external dectronic book device selected ones <£ the plurality of reciter images and 
the selected plurality of character im£^. 

13. The recording medium according to cUdm according to cUrim 11, 
wherein: 

said stor^e means comprises substor^e means in which the plurahty of 
reciter images and the plurality of character images appearing in the eLectconic 
book are stored in correi^mding reLationship; and 
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said sending means comprises im^e sending means for sending the 
pluralily of reciter images and the plurality of character images stored in said 
substorage means to the ^Eternal eLectronic book device. 

14. The dectronic book data delivery E^aratus acoording to daim 13, 
wherein- 
said character image smdii^ means con^rises voice data sending means 

for sending the plttrality of vdce data each representing the vdce of a respective 
one of the plurality of reciter images storedin said staeage means to the external 
eHectnHUcbook device when the plurality of reciter images are srait to the external 
electxQnLc hook device. 

15. A recordii^ medium that comprises a conq)uter readable 
program which causes a computer to operate as an eLectranic book data ddivery 
g^paratus comprisLi^: 

first receiving means for reoeiviBg at least one reciter image and 
corresponding voice data used to read the contents of an electranic book aloud, via 
a network ficom an external terminal; 

storage means for storing the at least one reciter image and 
corcespondiog voice data in oorreig[>onding relationship; 

second receiving means for receiving a request for delivery of at least one 
reciter image via a network firom an external electronic book device; and 

sending means, responsive to said second recervii^ means receiving the 
request for deLivery, for readii^ out the at least one reciter image and 
conespondiri^ voice data that satisfy the request irom said storage means, and for 
sending the read at least one inMige and conBspondii^ voice data to the extend 
electronic book device. 
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16. The recording mecbmn accorclii^ to daiin 15, wherein the 
eLectcGnic book data dehvery apparatus further comprL^: 

means, re^onsive to said electronic book data dehvery apparatus 
receiving the at least one redter image and carresponding voice data fix)m the 
external terminal via the network and/or respcmsive to said eJectroiiic book data 
delivery £5)paratus sending the at least one reciter image and carresponding voice 
data to Ihe external electronic book device at its request, for receiving data on the 
price and/or a chai^ for delivery of the at least one reciter image and 
carrespondii^ voice data. 

17. The retarding medium according to claim 15, wherein liie 
eLectronic book data dehvery £^paratus according to claim 5, finrther comprising: 

means for publishing on Hie network the plurality of redter images stored 
in said stors^ means; and 

said sending means comprises means for leadii^ at least one redter 
image and corresponding vdce data from said stors^ means at a request of the 
external electronic book device and for sending the read at least one ims^ and 
correspondiag vdce data to the external electronic book device. 

18. The recording mediimi accordii^ to daim 15, wherein the 
electramc book data dehvery ^paratus according to daim 5, wherein^ 

said publishii^ means comprises means, responsive to said dectronic 
book data ddivery apparatus recdvir^ at least one redter image via the network 
from the external terminal, for publishing the reodved at least one redter image 
on the network. 
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- 19. Arecardingmedhm that comprises a compute 
piogram which causes a computer to operates as an eLectronic book device 
connected via a network to an eternal hook data delivery source having stored a 
plurality of book tLUes, a phirality of redter imE^es and a plurality of voice data 
each representing a voice of a respective one of the pkuaUty of reciter images , 
a)mprising.' 

first receiving means for receiving via Ihe network aphirahly of book 
titles and a plurality of reciter images each used to read aloud the contents of a 
book having a respective one of the plurality of book titles; 

i^yedfying means for sp edfying a desired one &om amoa^ the pluraLity of 
book titles received by said fiist receiving means and at least one desired reciter 
image jficom among the plurality of mater imag^ for causing the specified at least 
one desired image to read aloud the contents of the book having the specified titla' 

second receiving means for receivii^ book data having the specified book 
title, the specified at least one reciter image, and the correspmding voice data 
fixim the eTdmialbook data delivery source; 

display means for displaying the book data and the at least one reciter 
image received by said second receiving means; and 

means for reproducing the content of the book that is represented by the 
book data displayed by said display means in a voiceCs) represented by the voice 
data corresponding to the du^layed at least one reciter image. 

20. Aoomputer readabhe program which causes a computer to 
operate as an electronic book data delivery apparatus comprising^ 

first receiving means for receiving at least one reciter image and 
corresponding voice data used to read the contents of an dectromc book aloud, via 
a network from an external terminal; 
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storage means for storing the at least one redter image and 
corresponding voice data in corresponding relationsh^); 

secoKidreoeivia^ means for receivii^ a request for deliveiy of at least aae 
redterimagie via a network &om an external electronic book device; and 

sending means, responsive to said second receiving means receivii^ the 
request for deliveiy, for reading out the at least one reciter image and 
correspondix^ voice data tibat satisfy the request from said stors^ means, and for 
sendiag the read at least one image and corresponding voice data to the external 
electronic book device. 



